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Abstract  
The survival and progress of any society depends of language. All forms of human activities 

depend on the interaction and collaboration of people using language. Language is an 

indispensable instrument to man, a necessity for his day to day transactions. The teaching and 

learning of language is activity- based and so requires appropriate facilities and resources for 

meaningful learning. The use of multimedia language laboratory in language teaching and 

learning process cannot be overemphasized. With Multimedia language laboratory, language 

learning becomes more activity based and contextual thereby increasing the language 

proficiency of learners. This paper portrayed that multimedia language laboratory is an 

important tool in revitalizing language education for sustainable security and economic 

development. It also highlights some challenges facing the use of MLL in language education. 

Finally, the paper recommended among other things the provision of multimedia language 

laboratory for improved language education, security and economic development.  
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Introduction 

    English language is one of the most influential and fast growing languages spoken 

across the globe.  Invariably for an individual to be relevant and move with global trends a 

good knowledge of English language is necessity. One area that English language can be 

successfully learnt is through modern technology like multimedia language laboratory(MLL) 

which help one use technology to effectively communicate. A multimedia Language 

Laboratory is a digitally-equipped setup that consist of hardware and interactive software 

designed to help teacher to significantly improve students’ communication skills. MLL 

Language laboratory is a room or building in an institution with learning resources and 

facilities to support the learning of foreign languages and cultures using technology. It is 

multimedia-rich with computer-based training and instruction-led training for students learn 

to a foreign language.   

What helps one to acquire proficiency in a language is the process and method of 

learning the language. There are technological changes in language learning over the years 

not only as the result of technological advancement but also changes in Language teaching 

and acquisition method. Current trends in the field of English language teaching focus on 

learner autonomy, learner involvement in a relaxed atmosphere Abdulla and Ajayi 

(2017).Language teaching and learning presently has been viewed from learning processes 

involving interaction and collaboration. This resulted in learning activities which are more 

exciting and boosting students’ language skills. One of the ultimate goals of MLL teaching is 

to promote students’ motivation and learning interest, which can be a practical way to get 

them involved in the language learning (Thamarana, 2015).   Kilickaya (2004) explains that 

language learners feel better with authentic materials helping them involve in the ‘real 

‘language as long as teachers, provide them with pedagogical support. Technology can 
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influence teaching and learning styles by changing the emphasis from a teacher-centred to a 

learner-centred style and provides opportunities to improve information-reasoning skills, 

communication skills, higher-thinking skills, creativity, and problem solving (Yusuf & 

Afolabi, 2010).Every learner is an individual with different needs and abilities of learning a 

language. MLL creates an enabling environment for self-development. It is flexible and does 

not require a teacher all the time because students can practice without the teacher where a 

learner can improve on the language at his/her pace on a regular basis by a number of 

exercises and practice sessions for language acquisition.   

According to Mohammed & Ibrahim(2013) the conventional media technologies can 

no longer meet the needs of our research teaching and learning processes as such has been 

replaced by multimedia technology. The technology provide environment that is self-paced, 

learner-controlled and individualized. MLL have emerge in a variety of resources and 

equipment such as computers and its accessories, electronic smart board, internets and its 

facilities, radio/audio recordings, video tapes/camera, projectors etc which can be used to 

compliment the academic and research efforts in ensuring effective learning by students 

Mohammed & Ibrahim (2013). 

 

Multimedia Language Laboratory and Language education 

The use of MLL in educational institutions is seen as necessary for keeping education 

relevant to the twenty-first century (Selwyn & Gorard, 2003).Multimedia laboratory 

combines five basic types of media into the learning environment: text, video, sound, 

graphics and animation and interactivity, thus providing a powerful new tool for education 

(Thamarana (2016).  What makes digital multimedia laboratory even more powerful is that 

all multimedia resources are linked together and that learners can navigate their own path 

simply by pointing and clicking a mouse Warschauer in Birinda & JapPreet (2012). Any 

instructional process that evokes many human sensory organs facilitates assimilation of a 

large amount of information and permanency of learning. Students learn better and 

internalize what they are taught with the aid of different media. 

Tharmarana(2016) found that  Multimedia language laboratory helps students learn 

because it allows them to express their thinking in better and different ways and  helps 

teachers in presenting concepts in a more effective manner. There are a lot of softwareis 

available in the market, which helps teachers to groom English languageand communication 

skills of learners. For example 1. HistudioMHi Tech, 2. K-Van Solution, 3. Globarina, 4. 

Console OCL- 908w, 5. Hiclass 6. Aristoclass, 7. Renet 8. DynEdAbdulla &Ajayi(2017). 

Warschauer in Birinda & JapPreet (2012)aptly lists out the benefits of multimedia 

technology, “First of all, a more learning authentic environment is created, since listening is 

combined with seeing, just like in the real world. Secondly the skills are easily integrated, 

since the variety of media make it natural to combine reading, writing, speaking and listening 

in a single activity. Third students have great control over their learning, since they cannot 

only go at their own pace but even on their own individual path, going forward and 

backwards to different parts of the program, honing in on a particular aspect and skipping 

other aspects altogether. While the main lesson is in the foreground, students can have an 

access to a variety of background links which will allow them a rapid access to grammatical 
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explanations or exercises, vocabulary glosses, pronunciation information or questions or 

prompts which encourage them to adopt an appropriate learning strategy.” 

 

According to Spottsin Mohammed & Ibrahim (2013) multimedia technology is 

credible for: 

Portability which enable learning to take place anywhere and anytime.  

Flexibility: it allow teachers to demonstrate concepts and lessons in meaningful wayseg 

teachers can bring a world of examples  into the classroom. 

Accessibility: It allows teachers/ learners access to learning materials within a second. 

Teachers can easily develop different kinds of learning exercises and even personalize the 

learning process.  

Interactivity: it offers diverse kinds of interactivity.  

Individualized learning: learners can progress at their own pace.   

 

Relevance of Multimedia language laboratory 

Birinder & JapPreet(2012) highlight the following benefits of multimedia. 

1.      MLL increases the teacher student interaction because it provides us with ample 

number of channels to communicate i.e. video chat, text chat, voice chat. It also incorporates 

a lot of audio visual elements. 

2.      MLL covers all the aspects of language learning such as grammar, pronunciation, 

vocabulary, free speech, intonation and modulation and remedies to relieve the pupils from 

the regional influences of the mother tongue. 

3.      MLL enhance the retention level of the students because the students can watch the 

lessons visually as compared to just being a passive listener. They get an opportunity to 

watch even the missed pre- recorded classes and presentations. The full featured archives also 

contribute in revising the lessons any time. Important classroom sessions can also be recorded 

for the future reference. 

4.      MLL can compensate for the shortage or lack of quality faculty. The recorded lectures 

through digital libraries can be used where the expert teachers are not available. Even the live 

interactive lectures by experts can also be broadcasted. 

5.      MLL provides opportunity for the students to keep an entire hold on their own learning. 

The software involved let the pupil work according to their capacity and also provides instant 

feedback for constant improvement. 

6.      MLL also helps the students to resolve their weaknesses in terms of pronunciation. 

Irrespective of teacher’s accent, the students get hold of the correct accent as the practice on 

these gadgets is imparted by expert’s neutral accent which is free of various regional 

influences. 

7.     MLL empowers the learners to do the self-assessment because of its unique feature of 

listening –recording and comparing which again provides an opportunity for self-evaluation. 

The learners can also track their own progress through the course and generate personalized 

performance reports. In a way such infrastructure helps the learners to sharpen their abilities 

along with providing privacy during practice with no embarrassment or fear of evaluation by 

their peers or superiors. 

Multimedia Language Laboratory: A Catalyst for Revitalizing Language Education for 
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8.      MLL not only help the learners acquire this foreign language but also allow them to 

give a complete makeover to their personality too. A lot of programs in these labs include the 

group discussions, presentations, role plays, personal interview skills etc. Along with this 

they can sharpen their intellectual capability, enhance creativity, judge their approach to solve 

various problems and prune their leadership skills through this multimedia infrastructure. It 

also helps them develop confidence, competence and command over English language, thus 

making them a perfect professional. 

 

Multimedia language laboratory and Language Education for Sustainable Security and 

Economic Development. 

Development simply means providing qualitative improvement in the lives of people 

or providing greater quality of life for humans. Development has got to do with improving 

the well-being of the majority of the population, ensuring people’s freedom and increasing 

their economic security. The key to initiating, executing and achieving development is 

language Emeka- Nwobia, (2015).Sustainable development therefore means a pattern of 

resource use that aims to meet human needs not only in the present but also for generations to 

come. Therefore, for any meaningful development to take place in language education and be 

sustained there must be  innovative learning tools and materials to keep up with the rapid 

expansion and explosion in technology integrated learning. 

Employing technology in language education is the need of the hour for one to remain 

relevant or be disconnected from the global trends. This is because We live in a world, which 

is being shrunk to the size of a village by the advancement of science and technology. 

English is necessary for accessing discourse at a global level, from international relations to 

popular culture and to academia (Warschauer in Birinda & JapPreet (2012). Good 

communication skills in addition to one’s discipline are indispensable to attain success and 

sustainable economic development. Currently, language facilitate socio-economic 

development in communities and nations. Language defines the path of socio-economic 

construction and as such language is central to any discussion of development Agwu (2016).   

Teaching and learning in a multimedia language laboratory helps cultivate digital literacy 

which is a skill required by all category of learners to excel in different professions.  

Any country or organization goals are planned and successfully executed using 

language. Language is the social tool which man uses to inform, educate, incite, influence 

and conscientize the community, state and the larger society for development purposes Agwu 

(2016). Employees have realized that lack of computer knowledge can be a threat to their 

jobs, and the only way to enhance job security is to become computer literate. Technology is 

changing the way we communicate each other. The way we send and receive messages more 

effectively done and comprehended. With the high demand for computer literacy, teaching 

and learning these skills are concerns among professionals (Adomi & Kpangban, 2010) 

Efficient language and communication skills are important factors considered by 

organizations in employment and on the job training. Possessing good communication skills 

helps in collaborating with people successfully. English is necessary for accessing discourse 

at a global level, from international relations to popular culture and to academia (Warchauer 

in Birinda & JapPreet (2012). Developing student English language with MLL resources train 
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students to face interviews, group discussions and public speaking providing them a lot of 

examples how to use language in different situation and audience. 

English remains a global language cutting across national and cultural boundaries. It 

is a language used for wider communication that facilitates and promotes cross- cultural 

activities. Integrating technology in a language education would enable the learners to be 

well-informed in technological trends (e-learning, virtual meetings, e-commerce etc) to use 

English language in the corporate world. English is an international language by which one 

reach out to people across all tribes in Nigeria and other nations of the world. Thus, a good 

command of English language is a prerequisite to secure the best educational opportunities, 

gain employment nationally or internationally and advance professionally.  It is the duty of 

Language teachers to develop learners’ language and communication skills. They need to 

find innovative ways of building students language skills using technology to make language 

class interesting and interactive. This will equip learners with language and technology skills 

to meet global standards for job security and economic development. Amiri (2000) opined 

that information technology is critical in our everyday lives and in education, so it is crucial 

for teachers to know how to use ICT effectively in teaching.  

 

Limitations of Multilingual Language Laboratory in Language  Education  

The greatest obstacle to the utilization of MLL is lack of language  laboratory 

facilities and resources in schools. Ajisafe &Okotie (2011) indicated   that majority of 

Nigerian secondary schools including Universities, do not have the language laboratory. 

Institution with Language laboratories are not properly equipped and are not spacious to 

contain the large number of students. Many schools’ language laboratory are not connected to 

the internet. Learners require constant and continuous language practice but in many schools, 

there are strict control of students’ access to language laboratory. The language laboratory is 

only accessible to students only during the course period.  There are few language laboratory 

instructors. Many language teachers do not have sufficient skill to operate a computer. Lack 

of funds to purchase learning resources e.g Software to design and develop learning content 

and high cost of maintenance.  

 

Conclusion 

Language is a vital instrument for all forms of human activity and growth. Man 

depends on language to interact and collaborate with one another for sustainable social and 

economic development.  The world is experiencing explosion of knowledge through 

technology which has significant effects in language education. It is imperative that language 

education institution explore MLL to promote language teaching and meet global trends in all 

spheres of life. MLL involves the use of technology to promote language teaching/learning in 

an interactive and meaningful way. It encourages active participation of students and so has 

an edge over traditional classroom where students are passive in the learning process. An 

important attribute of MLL is that it provides learning environment that is self-paced, learner-

controlled and individualized learning. It allows learners to explore endless avenues while 

learning a second language. When students are exposed to language learning using MLL and 

given sufficient practice and interaction in the language, it boosts their confidence and 
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fluency in the language. Students proficiency in the language will provide them relevant job 

opportunities, job security and economic development. 

 

Recommendations  

The Federal Government and the proprietors of schools should provide adequate 

funds for the institution to establish multimedia language laboratory and acquire the 

necessary facilities and resources. 

Language laboratory should have internet connection so that teachers and students can 

access to diverse information globally. Adequate standby power-generating set should be 

provided for smooth language lessons. 

Teachers should undergo training in ICT in order to competent in using computer and 

other language laboratory facilities effectively in the teaching process. 

There should be well trained language laboratory instructor who is always available so that 

students can have access to the laboratory outside language periods for individual practice.  
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